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DIVERGENCE AND UNANIMITY 


“HE FIFTH ASSEMBLY of the 
League of Nations, now convened in 
Geneva, has courageously attacked the vital 
and ever baffling questions of disarma- 
ment and security in a way that bids fair 
to give it a notable place in history. The 
Prime Minister of England in an impas- 
sioned address, which lacked concreteness 
at certain vital points, made a plea for 
compulsory arbitration and disarmament, 
scored military guarantees as leading back 
to the discarded balance-of-power idea, 
and urged an international conference 
on disarmament to be held in Europe, 
asserting that land armament is essentially 
a European problem. He added that he 
was sure that the American interest in 
such a disarmament conference was so sin- 
cere that the question of place would be 
relatively unimportant. But “‘all’’, said he, 
“cannot be done in a year. What is in the 
way? Our own fears and our own sus- 
picions.” 

Continuing, Mr. MacDonald made a plea 
for German membership in the League, 
declaring that the League could not afford 
to discuss vital European questions with- 
out Germany, nor could Germany afford to 
remain outside the congress of nations. 

M. Herriot, replying the next day, 
pledged support to the policy of compul- 
sory arbitration. He declared that France 
must, however, ever keep before it the 
problem of security, which would not be 
effected by arbitration without power to 
enforce its verdicts. “We must combine 
right and might. We must make what is 
mighty just, and what is just, mighty.” 

While the two Premiers divided on the 
question of security, there is no doubt of 
the entire sincerity of both in their search 
for the as-yet-undiscovered solution. As 
Mr. MacDonald pointed out, it would be 


futile to expect a solution of this problem 
in the short time remaining to the Assem- 
bly, when it has baffled statesmen ever 
since arbitration and disarmament have 
been regarded as other than visionary 
idealism. The adoption of a unanimous 
resolution by the Assembly endorsing the 
principle of compulsory arbitration, and 
calling for the clarification of the obliga- 
tory clauses of the Protocol of the World 
Court and the convocation of a disarma- 
ment conference as soon as the ground has 
been prepared, is a notable and historic 
advance. The resolution follows: 


The Assembly, noting the declarations of 
the Governments represented, remarks with 
satisfaction that they contain a basis of un- 
derstanding tending to establish and secure 
peace, and decides as follows: 

“With a view to reconciling in new pro- 
posals the divergencies between certain points 
of view which have been expressed, and, when 
an agreement has been reached, to enable an 
international conference on armaments to be 
summoned by the League of Nations at the 
earliest possible moment, 

“(1) The third committee is requested to 
consider the material dealing with security 
and reduction of armaments, particularly the 
observations of the Governments on the draft 
treaty of mutual assistance prepared in pur- 
suance with Resolution 14 of the Third As- 
sembly, and other plans prepared and pre- 
sented to the Secretariat since publication 
of the draft treaty, and to examine the ob- 
ligations contained in the Covenant of the 
League in relation to guarantees of security 
that a resort to arbitration and reduction of 
armaments may require. 

“(2) The first committee is requested to 
consider, in view of possible amendments, the 
articles in the Covenant relating to settle- 
ment of disputes; to examine within what 
limits the terms of Article 36, Paragraph 2, 
of the statutes establishing the International 
Court might be rendered more precise and 
thereby facilitate more general acceptance of 
the clause, and thus strengthen the solidarity 
and security of the nations of the world by 
settling by pacific means all disputes which 
may arise between the States.” 


_ . 


The French and British positions are 
widely divergent. The French maintain 
that armies exist because of national dan- 
gers and must be maintained until the 
dangers are removed, the British that wars 
are caused by the existence of large armies, 
and the abolition of the armies would 
mean the abolition of war. 

There is, however, no reason to despair 
of solution, when the best brains and in- 
telligence in Europe are united—perhaps 
for the first time—in a sincere effort to 
find a workable formula. 

CHRISTINA MERRIMAN. 


nto history tomorrow. Our editorial 
1, commenting on the War De- 
lans, brought forth an unusual 
r f letters, some of them protests. 
ot time, nor space nor (we be- 
ision to answer these protests 
y or in detail. It is, after all, 
¢ ference of opinion between those 
wio velicve that such a gesture was ill- 
considered and ill-timed and those who do 
not. It is notable, however, that the War 
Department modified its original plans and 
that President Coolidge, in the editorial 
opinion of no less a Republican expert than 
George Harvey, was misinformed and “put 
in bad” by the War Department, whose 
purpose, according to the same authority, 
was “to gratify its passion for incomplete 
and consequently valueless statistics.” 

A number of the interested officials have 
dismissed the thousands of protests which 
have poured into Washington as based on 
a misconception. We are told that it is 
no more aggressive than a fire drill. If 
this is the best justification, since justifica- 
tion is apparently necessary, it is, to say 
the least, an unconvincing parallel. A fire 
drill arouses no national passions, creates 
no international crises, and is quite un- 
likely to incite arson. Defense Test Day, 
on the other hand, has already been an- 
swered by the announcement of plans in 
Japan for National Drill Day on October 
28. The parade of the British Navy at 
Spithead was on the surface of it a harm- 
less enough procedure, but nevertheless 
aroused the most intense criticism in the 
French press. 

Defense Test Day is not legitimate cam- 
paign material. The Army is neither Re- 
publican, Democratic, nor progressive. 
But what useful purpose will be served by 
the “Test” is, we respectfully submit, yet 
to be proved. C.M 


T) EFENSE TEST DAY, 1924, passes 


The European awards inaugurated by 
Edward A. Filene of Boston, in Great 
Britain, France, Germany and Italy have 
been announced. The award in each 
country was $10,000 in various graded 
prizes, for the best proposals for restoring 


Page Two 


peace and prosperity in Europe through 
international cooperation. The winning 
plan in France calls for a European League 
of Nations, resulting in a United States 
of Europe with a single economic unit in 
presenting a common political front. It 
proposes to solve the currency crisis by 
stabilization through the agency of the 
European League. It would advance 
credits and increase production of food- 
stuffs and raw materials under the same 
direction by control of production and dis- 
tribution and regulation of immigration. 
It also proposes methods for meeting prob- 
lems of traffic and of economic and political 
security. 

The British plan, like the French, em- 
phasizes the importance of utilizing the 
League of Nations as the central machin- 
ery for the solution of European difficul- 
ties. It insists upon the inclusion of Ger- 
many in the League. 

The Italian and German prize winning 
plans will be published on the 15th and 
22nd of September, after which the text 
of the winning plan and a digest of the 
others will be available in pamphlet form 
on application to the F. P. A. 


Announcement has been made in Wash- 
ington that President Coolidge will not 
sanction the elevation of guns as proposed 
by American naval experts,* explaining 
that this position is assumed as a matter 
of policy and does not represent a sur- 
render of American rights. The ‘White 
House spokesman” indicated that the 
President was prepared to go far to avoid 
any stimulation of naval expenditures 
which would make it more difficult for the 
European countries to pay their debts to 
us. Later dispatches assert that naval 
Officials, not satisfied by the President’s 
decision, will renew their request to Con- 
gress for a $6,000,000 appropriation for 
the elevation of guns. Some of the ex- 
perts contend that the proposed American 
elevation would merely bring the ranges 
of American capital ships to a parity with 
those of Great Britain. The question is 
highly technical and experts disagree. The 
President has shown good judgment in not 
pressing for an issue at this time. 


The F. P. A. Committee on Traffic in 
Opium has prepared a series of Informa- 
tion Bulletins for the use of editors, con- 
taining essential] facts on international as- 
pects of the opium problem, gathered from 
reliable sources and assembled without 
bias or opinion for use in preparing edi- 
torials and special articles on the Inter- 
national Conference on Opium to meet in 
November at Geneva. 

Copies of these bulletins will be mailed 
to members particularly interested in the 
international opium question, on request. 


*See News Bulletin, Volume 3, No. 41. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. W?-.,,, 


Ne 


FOREI 
9 Eas 


Jas. G. } 
See’y; G 
OGDEN, / 
Memberst 


Vol. Il, 


T = 


sions 
commi 
bly ha 
dence « 
of the 
air—a 
way, b 
don C 
and a 
intere: 
ness t 
have | 
gerous 
sions— 
bitrati 
Enc 
nation 
ernme 
asav 
difficu 
bly is 
has c 
The 
the w 
moor 
tain s 
Cover 
naval 
prese! 
when 
ister 
mit a 
ing tl 
natio: 
fleet | 
force 
states 
howe 
no ir 
actio! 
land 


